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On April 4, hundreds of university students demonstrated in downtown Managua demanding that
the government increase the budget for higher education. As a result of the currency devaluation
last month, the budget for public universities and research centers dropped from the equivalent
of $35 million to $7 million. The students had convened near the president's official residence to
support members of the National University Council who were called by President Violeta Barrios
de Chamorro to discuss their request for more funding. Cesar Jerez, rector of the private Central
American University, said that he would request that funding be increased by a factor of 4.2. After
the devaluation was announced, government officials offered a budget supplement of 91 million
cordobas oro, or about $18.2 million. University administrators rejected the offer, calling instead for
147 million cordobas oro ($29.4 million). Two weeks ago, discussions between government officials
and administrators broke down when the latter were accused of inefficient budget management.
(Basic data from ACAN-EFE, 04/04/91)
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